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Presentation Notes
Our experience with our water environment and associated policy decisions is related to current realities of local water quantity and quality.  Let me highlight major water policy decisions from settlement to urban transformation.



Water for Settlement
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Abundant drink water 
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Support commerce
Facilitate shipping and receiving 
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Citizens Speak
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"The Delaware River's pungen
iInland as City Hall* - City Archive

"Yacht Quits Anchora%e Here as River's Filth Mars Paint”
— Pulblic Ledger 193

Written with Schuylkill Water, 1896
Philadelphia Water Department
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Economic success contributed heavily to poor water quality. One disgruntled citizen wrote a letter to the Philadelphia Inquirer in polluted river water, or 'Schuylkill Ink'.




Water for Human Health
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In 1799, the Watering Committee traveled to the countryside to evaluate the feasibility go drawing drinking water from the Schuylkill River for the growing city.

Adjacent to the Schuylkill River atop Faire Mount, the highest point on the banks of the river, the waterworks drew in river water which was gravity-fed to lower points in the city.


The Leap to Environmental Health
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Wastewater discharges increased during the industrial revolution and manifested in outbreaks of typhoid fever. 

In 1868 Fairmount Park, the world's largest urban park, was created to protect the water supply.

http://www.phillyh2o.org/filt/5_TyphoidDeathRate.jpg�

A Shift to Environmental Justice

- Takes Jeep Ride Through Sewer

1 puis a question about the construction of 13-foot,

Baxter, (left) assistant chief of the Bureau Engineering,
starts under

. AR ik

Standing on th hood of = jeep, Mayor Samue

round storm r‘e_!ief sewer to SBamuel

Surveys and Zl‘)nim: and Thomas Buckley (right) Director of ‘Public Works. Sew
unt av. near East River drive and is 11’{13 feet long
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Mavor Samfel to jkep ride “ “Isn't thi You eani'av. to 33d st. and turned north to!
75 feet below the sutMface of the 4 Aspen, where thg sewer.came to
ground today to inspect the first
completg P b Philaz "Public Works Thomas Buckley; A.}ing point.

id_storm relief sewer, FZane Hoffman, chief of the Bureau {Makes Foot
i g n £ halflof Engineering Surveys and Zon-} The mayor f

hour inspecting the sewer, yhich iSeing; Samuel S. Baxter, assistant{the jeep for a few moments and
1,713 feet long, 13 feet hjgh and 13'L¢!| f, and Robert Lombardi, t.hetwnlk around th§ sewer, which has
feet wide, His Honor eflerged into {¢ontractor. - 'walls and a ropf lini
broad daylight again on FairmountJ* The party was lowered into the [crete.
av. near the Fast River drive, ob-¥sewer through a shaft, like miners |the walls light
viously pleased. f;eescendmg into a mine, by means

‘This is really a cookeroo,” he a square metal 1ift operated by [$900,000 and wj
exclaimed, using a word which Mr.%a Diesel-powered crane. 1947,  Work
Webster hadn't gotten around tol¥ The jeep was waiting at the bot- ithrough solid
including in his dictionary. tom of the shaft. The mayor and |large tunnel.

This was, naturally, meant as a{his companion took places in the (. In time, othef sewers will be con-
superlative, and it didn't compare|jeep, which started off slowly overjneeled to this unit as part of a
at all with Mr. Samuel's only other | the granite-slabbed floor of the 36,000,000 program to provide bet-
enthusiastic exclama of the!sewer. er drainage iniNorth Philadelphia
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pfterncon, which ran like this: 12 It drove down ugpder Falrmount/streets, :

rock to make the
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Health concerns resulted in government sanctioned housing standards and new regulations by the Board of Health for sewer systems, which expressed waste and stormwater to nearby rivers and creeks and rid residents of several related health problems.


A a Return to Fishable, Swimmable
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In 1987 reauthorization of the CWA introduced policies that are more than just and equitable but protective and restorative. 
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Our experience with our water environment and associated policy decisions is related to current realities of local water quantity and quality.  Let me highlight major water policy decisions from settlement to urban transformation.
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